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Border Patrol to build fencing

August 14, 2007

By Jerry Seper and Stephen Dinan - The U.S. Border Patrol is asking for volunteers among
its agents to help hrild fences on the U.S.-lvlexico border, even as President Bush is
withdrawing half the National Guard troops he sent there last year to build fencss.

A memo circulated last week to Bo.der Patrol sector chiefs said fence-building efforts on the
Southwest border \rrere going to fall shorl of Mr. BusHs goal of finishing 70 miles in fiscal
2007, which ends Sept. 30, "so the Border Patrol is now gdrE back into the fence+rilding
busaness. "

The memo, a copy of whi$ was obtained by The Washington Times, called on the cfriefs to
provide lists of agents who "can and have built fences in the past," adding that the agency
was looking for welders, equiprnent op€raiors and "arryone else with construdion
exoerience. "

'They are moving quickly on this, so your secto/s response will be needed back here by
noon tornonow," said the Aug. 6 memo, which asked that the entire Bordgr Patrol be
canvassed for agents gualifed and able to work on fence construc{ion.

Rich Pierce, executive vice president of the National Border Patrol Council, which
represents the agency's 1 1,00O non-supervisory agsnts, sek, that while the Bush
administration 'bn one hand is fying to convince the Arnericar public it is serious ebout
immigration enforcement," it has failed to provide the ne€ded funding and menpower.

't eanwhile, the other hand reduces th€ National Guard by 50 percont, whose.iob to build
the border fence has hardly started," he said. "No\'y the Border Patrol agenls who were
meant to replace the National Guard are pulled from border enforcement and tasked with
buibing the fanca.

'The president's game of pretending to enforce our border continues," he said. "He has
r€ver been s€rious about this issue at all."

In May 2006, Mr. Bush ordered 6,000 National Guard t€ops to the Southwest border as
part of "Op€ration Jump Starf' to give ths Border Patol time to recruit, hire, train and 6sign
6,0(n n€w agents - the largest expansion in the agenqy's history.

Mr. Bush stressed at the time the National Guard trooos were not there to be law-
enforcement agants, but rather to build fencing, vehicle b€niers and buildings, as well as to
help with surveillance. He sail the initial commitmenl of 6,000 troops would last br a year,
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afrer which it would be reduced as r€w Border Patrol agsnts ard technologies came online.

'rJV-^ have magnificently trained young men and women, hd they are not trained as Border
Patrol agentsi they are trained as soldiers and airmen," Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum, chief of
the National Guard Bureau, said lasl year, telling reporters they would focus on
infrastructure and free the Border Patrol up to enforce the lav/.

"Engineerir€ makes good sense to me. Baniersuilding makes good sens€. Ws have had a
lmg success of that. Buihing roads makes sense. Putting in anti-vehicle banieF makes
sense. Putting in lighting and fencing makes sense," he said.

Last week, the Bush adminislration said Operation Jump Start was 'bn track" and, as
sch€duled, the number of troops would be drawn down lo 3,0oo by Sept. 30.

U.S. Customs and Border Pmtection (CBP) Deputy Commissioner Jay Ahem, who is
responsible for overseeing border security, called the decision to recruil Border Palrol
voluntsers to build tho fence "an appropriats use of resouces."

Mr- Ahem said the agency was not "shying a^ray" frorn its responsibilities in completing the
70 miles of fencing.

'This is a temporary bridge to use Border Patrol ag'ents to meet the mandate of 70 miles by
September 30. We are a can{o organization that can me€t our goals," he said, adding that
building fences along the border will enhance and not @mpromise border security-

Vlhite House spokeswoman EmilyA, ["awrimore said the Border Patrolwould haveto
answer questions about lhe memo calling for volunteers, and she would not comment on
the decision to draw doliyn Guard troops except to say they were "intended to provide
temporary suppon b thg Border Patrol while it recruited more agents and infrastructure
pro.iecls were started."

In Ociober, Mr. Bush sign€d a law committing to fence neady 70O mil€s of the U.S.-lt ,exico
border. The Seclre Fence Ad orlminated a two-year debate in Congress over immigration,
won by House Republicans who insisted on an enforcement{rst policy.

Tl-re bill authodzes double-liered fencing and support roads abng some of the mostforous
p€ris of the U.S.-lvlexico bord€r, including much of Arizona - the nation's leading
immigration and drug-smuggling conidlr.

As of June, 13 miles of new border fencing had b€en built.
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